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101 days! The passing of the Pennsylvania state 
budget has finally happened. Now comes the 
challenging task of re-focusing on our services; 
implementing new procedures;  hiring of 
additional staff; purchasing needed supplies; 
making repairs; upgrading computers and servers; 
and the list goes on and on. Through this entire 
ordeal, our staff and foster parents have performed 
with diligence; our vendors have waited patiently 
for payments and continued to provide many of 
the vital services we needed to continue to 
function. To all of our friends and board members 
who have provided support, including in-kind gifts 
of books, games and clothing, “THANK YOU”  
from the bottom of our collective hearts. 
�

Dorothy “Pat” Simmons 
Executive Director  
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(Prohibition against Driving and using Cell 
Phone Texting.) 
Over two and a half thousand people are killed on 
our roads each year because motorists are talking 
or texting while operating a vehicle.  Engaging in 
such activity is extremely dangerous as the vehicle 
operator becomes distracted while talking on the 
phone or sending text messages.  A distracted 
driver is a dangerous driver. City council passed a 
law banning the use of cell phones and text 
messaging while driving.  Therefore, it is now a 
violation of the City code to talk on a cell phone 
or text message while operating a vehicle in the 
City of Philadelphia.  Starting November 1st 
motorists who are texting or talking will be 
stopped by the police and warned about this new 
law.  After December 1st, if you’re caught using 
your cell phone – either texting or on a call – 
you’ll be fined.  All of our employees and foster 
parents need to comply with this new law.  Do 
your part to help keep our city and community 
safe.  Set an example for your family, friends and 
neighbors. Do not talk on a cell phone or text 
while driving. 
 

 
Children’s Service, Inc.’s 

 Human Resources Committee 
 

 
 
Picture:  (l to r) - J. Griswold, L. Yancy, B. Lee, 
D. Matzkin, & L. Holloway 
 
John  J. Griswold, Board  President; Barbara  S. 
Lee,  Board   Secretary;   Donald  Matzkin, 
Human  Resource  Committee Chairperson; Lily  
Holloway,   Board  Member;  and  Lisa M. Yancy,  
Director of   Human   Resources comprise the CSI 
Board of Directors Human Resource Committee.   
They met on Tuesday, 09/29/09 to discuss human 
resource matters including recruitment, staff 
retention, credentialing, and industry salary 
comparisons. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
 
Children’s Service, Inc. 
1315 Walnut Street, Suite 200 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
215-546-3503 Phone 
215-546-4678 Fax 
www.csichild.org  E-mail 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
 
Editor         Anthony Jones 
Typist                         Sandra Guinn-Styles  
Layout & Design       Lisa M. Yancy 
 



 

SIL Clients Participate in a Mock 
Interview Workshop  

 
The Emancipation Preparation Group (EPG) of  
the Supervised Independent Living (SIL) is 
diligently working to promote self-sufficient 
individuals in our society.  On Friday, October 2, 
2009, the EPG, which is comprised of SIL clients 
that are nearing their Emancipation date, met to 
participate in a life skills workshop on 
interviewing.  The workshop was Part 2 of a series 
on how to obtain and maintain gainful 
employment.  Each participant was given the 
opportunity to participate in a fifteen minute 
interview with three different professionals.  
These professionals volunteered their time in 
efforts to support the mission of the EPG group.  
Mr. Eric Glenn (PNC Bank), Ms. Karen Tate 
(Lena’s Daily Childcare Center) and Mrs. Darlene 
Blakely (Verizon) each conducted mock 
interviews for positions within their professions.  
Participants received feedback from each 
professional following the interview, giving them 
advice and tips to utilize when they go on actual 
job interviews.  The event was a great success, as 
the clients and professionals gave testimony to 
how the interviews helped to sharpen their 
interviewing skills, and the clients left feeling 
more confident about their future job searches. 
 
(Written by Dionna Avery -Life Skills Coordinator) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SIL Client interviewed by Mr. Eric Glenn. 
 
 

 

SIL Client interviewed by Mrs. Darlene 
Blakely. 
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